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 35th Annual Woodridge Jubilee Kicks Off on June 13th

a return this year!  
 This event is brought to you by the  
Woodridge Special Events Committee, 
which is a group of  Woodridge residents 
who work to offer the community special 
events like the picnic and Santa Comes to 
Woodridge.  The Committee relies on  
fellow residents each year to jump in and 
volunteer for a two-hour shift to serve 
food and beverages.  If you would like to 
help, contact Volunteer Coordinator Marilyn 
Ristic at hmristic@comcast.net

Downers Grove, the Village of Woodridge 
and the City of Darien.  The show will be 
approximately 25 minutes long.

 In April, the Village entered into a 
five-year contract with Groot Industries 
to provide a volume 
based, sticker, collection 
program similar to the 
Waste Management 
program with some 
changes in the number 
of stickers required for 
special items.  Stickers are $3.50 per 
sticker for year 1 (June 1, 2018 to  
May 31, 2019) and are used for both refuse 
and landscape waste.  Residents also have 
the option to subscribe to a monthly 
contract for cart service with Groot by 
contacting Groot at (888) 485-0900.  Please 
visit www.vil.woodridge.il.us for more infor-
mation on the program.  Please note: since 
the Fourth of July falls on a Wednesday this 
year, there will be no change to the regular 
pick-up days for this holiday week.

event.  On Thursday, Friday and Saturday  
evenings, enjoy entertainment, food, bever-
ages and bingo.  On Saturday, June 16th,  
don’t miss the free children’s activities  
along with carnival rides, food, beverages, 
entertainment and fireworks.  For more  
information on the Woodridge Jubilee, visit 
the Woodridge Park District website at  
www.woodridgeparks.org.

 Local bands, thrilling carnival rides, an 
assortment of food vendors, a fireworks 
spectacular and more are slated for the 
35th annual Woodridge Jubilee from June 
13th through June 17th!  The five-day festival 
takes place at the corner of Woodridge 
and Center Drives and is organized by the 
Woodridge Park District and the Village of  
Woodridge.  Carnival rides for all ages begin 
Wednesday night and run throughout the 

Woodridge Celebrates Independence Day at 
Castaldo Park July 4th!
  Woodridge residents are invited to the 
49th Annual Fourth of July Picnic, which  
will be held on July 4th from 11:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. at Castaldo Park, located near 
the intersection of Roberts Drive and 71st 
Street in Woodridge.  Come join in the 
celebration!  There will be a performance 
by The Music Company, free pony and train 
rides and petting zoo for the small children.  
Hot dogs, brats, chips, pop, water, corn 
on the cob, and ice cream treats will be 
available for a nominal charge.  Beer is also 
available for adults. Italian sausage will see  

  Residents are encouraged to plan for the 
the Fourth of July in Woodridge!  It is not 
to be missed!!  The show will take place at 
approximately 9:30 p.m. on Tuesday,  
July 4th, near 75th & Lemont.  The best 
views of the fireworks will be from the 
parking lots along 75th Street.  This year’s 
show is co-sponsored by the Village of 

Refuse, Recycling 
and Landscape  
Waste Contract – 
Groot Industries

Fourth of July  
Firework Show –  
75th & Lemont Road



and transparency efforts, and future oppor-
tunities to serve the Woodridge community.  
Interested residents can contact Trevor  
Bosack at (630) 719-4709 to be enrolled 
in the program.

 On May 1, 2018 the Village of  
Woodridge began issuing new ID badges  
for all registered solicitors for the 2018-
2019 license year.  The license year runs 
from May 1, 2018 through April 30, 2019.  
The new ID badges will feature a sticker 
with an easy-to-identify number that is 
tied to the solicitor.  Commercial solicitors 
must possess a valid Village solicitor ID 
badge.  Anyone that comes in contact with 
a solicitor that does not have a Village-
issued ID badge, is attempting to speak 
with you although a “No Solicitors” sign is 
displayed, or is soliciting outside of the al-
lowed hours should call 9-1-1.  Always ask 
to see a solicitor’s ID badge before speak-
ing with them.  If it’s not a valid Village-
issued ID, 
please 
note their 
description 
and call 
9-1-1.

representative of your opposition to the 
State’s attempts to divert local tax dollars 
away from our community.  Visit https://
protectmytown.us/ to learn more about how 
you can help, or phone your Representatives’ 
& Senators’: 
Representative David Olsen:  (630) 737-0504
Representative John Connor:  (815) 372-0085
Representative Jim Durkin:  (630) 325-2028
Senator John Curran:  (630) 796-2623
Senator Pat McGuire:  (815) 207-4445

Please don’t forget to Shop Local!
 Maintaining state-shared revenues at the 
local level is critically important to towns like 
Woodridge.  But another way you can help 
keep investing tax dollars at the local level is 
by supporting our very own Woodridge busi-
ness community!  These businesses contrib-
ute to the overall quality of life in Woodridge 
by providing the goods and services that 
we’ve all come to enjoy and even rely on.  
Our local businesses not only contribute to 
the vitality of our community, but they also 
contribute to the local tax base that provides 
the necessary investment dollars to support 
the critical programs and services that are 
provided at the local level.  For example, 
did you know that for every 10 dollars that 
you spend shopping or dining in Woodridge, 
nearly 18 cents goes to invest in Village ser-
vices, such as law enforcement, roadway and 
sidewalk improvement projects, and building 
safety inspections?  We’re proud that these 
businesses have chosen to operate in Wo-
odridge, and thankful for the many direct and 
indirect investments they continue to make 
in our community. Let’s keep our dollars lo-
cal and share in the rewards that come from 
that return on investment. I encourage all 
residents to shop Woodridge!  Let’s continue 
making Woodridge the great town it is for 
generations to come!

Thank you and Best Regards, 
Gina Cunningham, Mayor
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   I hope this newsletter 
finds you enjoying  
summer!
   I would like to take 
this opportunity to share 
some very important in-
formation with you.  Did 
you know that 15% of 
the Village’s revenues (or 
approx. $3.2 mil.) come 
from vital State shared 

revenues?  And did you know that for the last 
50 years the State has been returning your 
tax dollars back to your community?  Unfor-
tunately, that’s becoming less certain given the 
budget crisis in our State.  The State’s budget 
challenges are unfortunately once again threat-
ening local tax dollars under a new proposal 
in Springfield to divert your local tax dollars.  
You may recall last year that the Governor 
and State Legislature pulled back 10% of the 
Village’s income tax revenue, and also started 
assessing the Village a 2% fee for collecting our 
sales tax.  This double hit resulted in a loss of 
$378,000 per year to the Village’s budget.  
 As you know, State shared tax revenues 
are vital to ensuring that municipalities, like 
Woodridge, can continue to provide the 
critical services that affect our daily lives, like 
public safety, roadway maintenance, and storm 
water management.  Trying to maintain these 
services will become more challenging if the 
State continues to place a greater tax burden 
on municipalities to help solve the State’s 
budget problems.

We Need Your Help…
 The Village of Woodridge, in partnership 
with municipalities from across the state, 
has joined the “Protect My Town” campaign, 
which is aimed at activating Illinois residents 
to voice their opposition to proposed cuts to 
Local Government Distributive Fund (LGDF) 
dollars.  The Village Board and I need your 
help.  Please consider notifying your local 

New Format For 
Solicitor ID Badges 
Started May 1, 2018

Citizen’s Leadership Academy
  The 2018 Citizen’s Leadership Academy  
is scheduled for Tuesday nights starting  
July 10 through August 14 from 6:30 to  
8:30 p.m.  Over those six weeks, the class 
will provide an in-depth education on many 
aspects of the Village, including a review of all 
units of local government within Woodridge, 
a comprehensive review of  Village operations, 
an understanding of the relationships that  
exist between the citizens, Village Board,  
        and staff, the Village’s communication  

JUNE 13th to 17th  
WOODRIDGE JUBILEE  
Center & Woodridge Drives

JULY 4th 
INDEPENDENCE DAY PICNIC  
Castaldo Park - 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

FIREWORK SHOW  
75th & Lemont at Dusk  
approx. 9:30 p.m.

JULY 10th    
VILLAGE BLOOD DRIVE 
5 Plaza Drive

AUGUST 7th  
POLICE DEPARTMENT OPEN HOUSE 
& NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

AUGUST 12th 
19TH ANNUAL MINI TRIATHLON  
Cypress Cove

 DATES TO NOTE

From the Desk of Mayor Gina Cunningham



waterqualityreport to view your  
2017 Water Quality Report and learn 
more about your drinking water.  The 
report contains important information 
about the source and quality of your 
drinking water.  If you have any questions 
about this report or concerning your 
water supply, please contact Mike  
Kaczmarek, Woodridge Public Works 
Water Operator, at (630) 719-4753.  If 
you would like a paper copy of the 2017 
Annual Water Quality Report mailed to 
your home, please call (630) 719-4753. 

 During the 2018 construction season, the 
Village has several road maintenance and 
improvement projects planned.  An online, 
interactive map, can be found at www.vil.
woodridge.il.us/roadconstruction.
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REMINDERS FROM THE VILLAGE OF WOODRIDGE

 Now that warm weather and yard work 
has returned, the Public Works Department 
would like to remind residents that dumping 
brush, yardwaste or any other debris into 
public easements, creeks or retention areas 
is illegal.  Dumping creates potential hazards 
for crews that need to access those areas 
and can cause flooding and back-up issues  
by preventing storm water from draining  

  Woodridge’s mosquito abatement program 
includes monitoring bodies of water and 
treating catch basins and standing bodies of 
water.  The program focuses on being  
effective by killing larvae before they become 
adult mosquitoes.  In addition, mosquito-
eating fish are stocked in retention ponds 
and adult mosquitoes are killed through 
back-pack and truck spray applications 
when needed.   Visit the Village’s mosquito 

A REMINDER ON YARDWASTE AND ILLEGAL DUMPING

MAKING “CENTS” OF 
PROPERTY TAXES

MOSQUITO CONTROL IN WOODRIDGE  
TARGETED FOR EFFECTIVENESS

properly.  Discarded yardwaste also 
holds moisture creating an ideal breeding 
ground for mosquitoes.  The Village asks 
that you do your part to keep easement 
areas free of yardwaste and debris and 
that you report any illegal dumping to the 
Community Development Department at 
(630) 719-4750.

abatement webpage for more information.   
Questions regarding the Village’s mosquito 
abatement program can be directed to the 
Village’s contractor, Clarke Mosquito Con-
trol at (800) 942-2555 or the Woodridge 
Public Works Department, (630) 719-4753. 
Information about protecting yourself from 
mosquito-borne illnesses can be found on 
the Illinois Department of Public Health’s 
website, www.dph.illinois.gov.

2018 WOODRIDGE ROAD 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

WOODRIDGE WATER SYSTEM  
2017 WATER QUALITY REPORT

 Woodridge is proud to report that the 
Woodridge Water System currently meets 
all water quality standards set by both the 
United States and the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agencies.  These agencies have 
developed water quality standards and  
monitor compliance with those standards 
under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA).  
Woodridge had no violation for contaminants 
above the EPA accepted level for drinking 
water during the period beginning January 1, 
2017 and ending December 31, 2017.   
Please go to http://www.vil.woodridge.il.us/

WATER BILLING  
INFORMATION

 Did you know that the Village receives 
only 3 cents of every dollar you pay in 
property taxes?  These funds support a 
variety of services to the community such 
as police protection and snow removal.   
For more information regarding your  

• Over the next few months, water  
customers will be asked to provide 
Village staff with an inside meter read.   
This is a part of an internal audit process 
performed periodically by staff to as-
sure accuracy of your water meter and 
water consumption.  More information 
will be provided soon. 

• Do you need to contact the Water Billing 
Team regarding your water bill or moving 
out?  Call 630-719-4909 to talk to one 
of our  Water Billing Specialists.  

• Do you get your water bill sent to you 
electronically via email?  If not, email 
epay@vil.woodridge.il.us with your 
request.

• Do you want your water bill paid 
automatically?  Sign up for direct debt.  
Information can be found on the  
Village website at www.vil.woodridge.
il.us under Forms.

property tax bill, please visit the Village’s 
Community Portal on the Village’s  
website. 

DIGGING IN YOUR YARD? 
CONTACT JULIE FIRST
  To avoid personal injury and damage to 
underground utilities, state law requires  
you to contact JULIE at 811 before any  
digging project, regardless of the project 
size or depth. Both the call and JULIE’s 
services are free.



Woodridge Police Department at 630-719-4740 
or by email at wpdadmin@vil.woodridge.il.us.

 Are you interested in an opportunity to 
connect with your neighbors and community? 
This year, we invite residents to host a com-
munity roll call in your neighborhood.  The 
Woodridge Police Department will  
collaborate with residents to coordinate and 
promote the roll call in your area. If you would 
like to host a roll call, please contact the  

and he has served in many roles at the 
Woodridge Police Department including as 
a community service officer, patrol officer, 
tactical officer, patrol sergeant, detective  
sergeant, and community outreach sergeant. 
“Being born and raised in Woodridge, it has 
always given me much pride to be able to say 
that I am a Woodridge Police Officer,” said 
Deputy Chief Ostarello.  “I’m excited to take 
on this new role and to be able to serve  
the members of this department and the 
residents of the Village in this new capacity.”
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 Woodridge Police Chief Brian Cunningham 
announced the promotion of community out-
reach sergeant Ken Ostarello to deputy chief 
of Patrol in April.  Ostarello has more than  
20 years of law enforcement experience,  

Sergeant Ostarello Promoted to  
Deputy Chief of Patrol
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